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For the last five years Devon based
boatbuilder and sailor, Will Stirling, has
spent his summers sailing in Arctic waters.
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~~  Storms delayed them so much that the

of circumnavigating Spitsbergen Having reached Ny Alesund on the
depended on the extent of the ice on the north west corner of Spitsbergen the
north coast, which they wouldn’t know crew split, Will and Tig walking across
Third time lucky and 2009 saw Will back  until they were there. the mountains and the two remaining
on Dolphin and finally on his way across crew sailing round the headland to meet
the Barent’s Sea via Bear Island to Spitsbergen reaches north to within 550 them on the other side. With the glare of
- M Spitsbergen, a passage of six days. On miles of the North Pole. It is a remote the snow making it almost impossible to
z é 3 : = et S - making landfall they attempted to enter wilderness full of danger from ice and judge distance and contours, and Will’s
= 4 e ' e a mountain bound fiord for some rest but polar bears. Charts for the area are very lack of gaiters causing constant stops to
; : the katabatic wind (cold air falling off limited in the detail of depth soundings wring freezing water out of his socks,
the glaciers and rushing down the fiord) and rocks and there are no tidal atlases. they got themselves across the mountains,
forced them back out into the open sea and Anyone venturing there is legally met up with the boat and sailed on along
freezing mist. Weary and cold they sailed  required to carry a shotgun. Despite the north coast. The sea was full of ice and
further up the coast to the next large fiord  precautions it is not uncommon for the freezing fog made progress painfully
and the main Norwegian settlement of people to lose their lives in this land slow. A man had to stand in the rigging
e Longyearbyn. Having taken on supplies each summer. Will says, ‘Up there you to guide the helmsman through the leads
v:;\x\h:m\gnoﬁ“ they sailed north with the mountainous are really alone. If anything goes wrong in the pack ice with constant vigilance
coast to starboard, the Arctic Ocean to port there is no-one to call to come and help, required to avoid them getting trapped
and pack ice ahead. The initial aim you have to deal with it yourself.’ and crushed by the moving floes.
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“It soon became apparent that a

circumnavigation of Spitsbergen
was 1mpossible this year as the
ice was down hard on the coast
e verdant hill

from the Seven Isles to North e o
EaSt Land,” 5 ’ : : e rock and sea.

. is summer Will’s arctic adventuring
1up  took him to a very different part of

orth coast the Arctic for a very different kind
ar was free of ice. They were of adventure. Will’s combination of
‘able to sail the complete length of the top  qualifications and experience of sailing
of Spitsbergen, further on to North East in Arctic waters led him to be selected to
Land and beyond. Ice-free seas made be skipper of the BBC camera boat for the
for good passage making but had the Row to the Pole expedition led by Arctic
worrying effect of trapping the polar explorer Jock Wishart. The aim of the
bears on the land, making encounters expedition was to highlight the extent
with them an almost daily occurrence. of polar ice melt. The team of six rowers
With everyone, including polar bears,
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~ but weather and diminishing fuel stores

forced them to abandon this in favour

of getting back across the Wellington
Channel in safety. The rowers successfully
reached the magnetic North Pole at the end
of August 2011 and Will had made some
new friends who share his adventurous
nature. They are now in the throes of
planning their next adventure, not the
Arctic this time but nearer the Antarctic —
to build a wooden boat and sail her through
the Magellan Straights at the southern tip
of South America.



